‘ oe RG104 E-1 Box 194 
| xa Siew 
54 PHILADELPHIA. | 

ED 


PD : we oe “1896 
i Pi 


ee 
OEE Sl 


Aap pt Lee vA 


= ON 


WMULLALA 
7, wy se hadhe | 
Te LH a Yee. be Coribeblaae 
Naik guy daly li Go 
loc: tide, nee becol” 
Se oy Lapua 
sey ble Jue L 
phe fae 
Porutlica af Hefei 


co oo 


fg irati Eee 


il 
pet ge ng 
"tee 


OY Mat digre +f freee 
Ly Beue lelrel' teil Wit bot” 

AT Linte 1 Mel, lo 
Mtvde trv tided. tof a bai£d 
eee cad Mh Ceutd 

7 Cher, 4 fECLELU 
Mted; hig te digi 


daecy 4] Gl wut} 


Guceug OO Cattllile Boo 

Canara Crcica § 

4 Meche Hb, beac pe Patt Copis 
LE fees deta 


i . , RGI104E-1 Bo 





No, 19. TREASURY DEPARTMENT | 
i ; 4 i De cs 
ice ow lin Au) Tbe farts 
oe 
Kis oe a frwefe “ 7 1 Ea 


A 10220 
Le, Ap oi oe chant 

i te 2 Rerpes sla ei) 

Yous ot Fla Bute ee por 


4 


4 


4 
Cha Dy L.. hee bite oy bat uate 4 


Ferg Zou ee Feat 


toe 
pa, ¥ ar Se ce a y 


oe i oe Ae eee oe 
(& f | / Ot eae back ail, ce 





ine care ae | Pe 
No. 19. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
Auster 8, : : 
a At QA antl ) ay ata 
Gets, (o ee ‘. AL nore 
[rei si a Cofufur daw) LOD) 5 
hous ale oy ie Foci ce 
‘phar Tal ree ee 
r Colud 
freee be fl 6, lan. wh Oatay 


% ee Be Miele Ce 
/o dbClar ! SISaGRnT ANE: a 





3 RG104 E-1 Bo: 


No. 19. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


3 Ltte A ea L. 2 6 °F gv Ne 


‘ 


=e bh. Beet Graces 
70 





‘ : aes 
by Gt Fae ae ae 
> 6-P Sg Tubal 


ye ¢ off : 


7 watt ike 
lie dt ber lrg fas HOS srt 
ee. dele 35 freee 
ae Cope wints 
His, Pasar eae ee 
i Gace ferneeorss be Fe 


(2 ok ~RG104 E-1 Bo: 
No. 19, TREASURY DEPARTMENT 

bee 

aoe yy ele fe ay Ad ol.5 


(> 
fr frarSerr ny Vibe Ved Cer 
oe : 
ju See % { bie BU pee uel i | ; 


a ee eo 


Qecies ed) . a ie 
dares pada: 6, Cow fn Lon 
F 


Cotes Grins pre iv rest 


(or allan ved) Ce Fab, Vox 


@ piles Orne dot ae ag 





wa Jrreguetis her Geen “ 1 fring. 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 194 


[Letter One: ] 
[Abstract:] Submits questions about coinage and the metals, for publication. 


18 East 48th Street. 


New York 
July 8, 1896 


The Superintendent of the Mint of the United States at Philadelphia 
Dear Sir 

If not inconsistent with your duty will you kindly send me such laws, rules, or regulations 
concerning the Mint as may be published for information of the people I especially want to find 
the correct answers to the enclosed list of inquires, which only to the fineness and weight of 
coins. 


Thanking you in advance I am very respectfully, 


J.A. Williamson 


[Letter Two:] 


Of what degree of fineness in “fine silver” and “fine gold” in the sense in which those 
words are used at the Mint are gold and silver coins heavier, by reason of alloy used, than the 
designated number of grains of the metals which are by virtue of law, named as the quantity to 
constitute the several coins? 


Is the alloy used in gold coins copper alloy? What is the relative weight of the alloy to the 
weight of the coin? 


NARA RG104, Entry 1, Box 194 


[Letter Three: ] 
No. 19. Treasury Department 


“Fine Silver” and “Fine Gold” bars may be approved when they have a fineness of 992/1000. 
Silver and gold respectively (see sec. 2 Act 7 of 12 Regulations) But the fact the trade calls for, 
and the mint furnishes bars 999/1000 gers fine. That is to say within 1/100 of one per cent of 
absolute purity. 


Question 3 


The alloy in gold coins (silver as well) is exclusively copper. 90 parts pure gold (or 
silver) and 10 parts of copper in 100. This alloy is known as “standard” and the weight 
prescribed by law for coins is stated to be in such standard metal. Thus a 10 dollar gold deHar 
piece must weight 258 grains — of which 232. 2/10 grains in gold — 25 8/10 “ in copper. 258 
“ Total. 


Similarly with silver. 


The dollar weighs 412 % gers of which silver 371 4 grain, and copper 41 1/4 ,412 4“. 
The value in both cases is based on the precious metal contained therein and the alloy is only 
added for hardening purposes — purely mechanical. 


Question 2 may now be answered. The weights designated by law for its coins being 
given in standard (or alloyed) metal, the coins are not “heavier than the designated number of 
grains” &c. 


